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EXTEACTS FKOM THE JOURNAL OF LIEUTENANT 
JOHN BELL TILDEN, SECOND PENNSYLVANIA 
LINE, 1781-1782. 

CONTRIBUTED BY JOHN BELL TILDEN PHELPS. 

[John Bell Tilden, whose ancestors were the Tyldens, of Kent, Eng- 
land, was born in Philadelphia, December 9, 1761. In his eighteenth 
year he left Princeton College and joined the Continental army, being 
commissioned, May 28, 1779, ensign in the Second Begiment Pennsyl- 
vania Line, commanded by Colonel Walter Stewart. He was subse- 
quently promoted to second lieutenant, his commission to date from July 
25, 1780. At the close of the war he was honorably mustered out of the 
service, and became a member of the Pennsylvania Society of the 
Cincinnati. In 1784 he married Jane, daughter of Joseph and Martha 
Chambers, of York, Pennsylvania, and settled in Frederick County, 
Virginia, where he practised medicine until the close of his life. Some 
time prior to 1824 he was ordained to the ministry of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and during the agitation of the question of lay 
representation, he advocated the equal rights of the laity with the clergy 
in the legislative department of the Church, for which he and other 
prominent members were expelled for so-called heresy. In 1872 the 
Church admitted its error by adopting lay representation into its polity. 
Long before the subject of African slavery took a political shape, Dr. 
Tilden manumitted his slaves and sent them to Liberia with one year's 
outfit. He died July 31, 1838, at New Town (now Stephen City), 
Virginia.] 

August 1, 1781. — Remained in camp all day. The country 
adjoining the most fertile I have seen in Virginia, and the 
county famed for its patriotic ladies. 

August 8. — This day we marched to KTomozin river, to 
near Davis's Ordinary. 

August 3. — Marched to the right about to the north (Dun- 
widdie county), fording the Appomatox ; much fatigued. 

August If,. — Marched at day break for James river. 

August 5. — Crossed James River and took post on the 
height of Westham. 
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August 6. — Remained on this ground the whole day, 
which the enemy had occupied before us. 

August 7. — This day I went to see the curious work of 
Mr. Ballertine — he had made a canal one mile in length, 
and about twenty feet wide, alongside of James River ; in 
the centre of which he had built a curious fish basket, and 
at the end of the canal was a grist mill, with four pair of 
stones. Bordering on which was a Blumery, Boring mill, 
furnace and elegant manor houses, which were destroyed 
by that develish rascal Arnold. 

August 8. — Marched at one o' clock a.m. ; passed through 
Richmond at day light, where I met a number of Virginia 
officers who were exchanged and paroled (being made 
prisoners to the southward). We encamped two miles from 
Richmond, on our old ground, Grillisee Creek. 

August 9. — Took up the line of march at one o'clock a.m., 
arrived at Savage's farm, where we encamped near Bottom 
Bridge. This day our heavy baggage arrived from Cox's 
mill, which we long wished for. A very hot day, a little 
rain in the morning. "We once more entered a very Piney 
country. 

August 10-11. — Remained in camp, hot, cloudy and rainy. 

August 12. — A soldier of the Virginia eighteen months' 
men was hanged for shooting an officer (Kirkpatrick) in ye 
head. . . . He was certainly justified. 

August llf.. — Capt. Steel's trial finished, he was acquitted. 
Afternoon went to a horse race ; won a half Johannie and 
a bottle of wine. 

August 15. — Pleasant day; spent it in making out the 
accounts of the company. 

August 16. — Employed the day in reading Lady Mary 
Montague's letters. 

August 17. — The General (a signal for the tents to be 
struck), beat at two o'clock ; the troops marched at three 
oclock. Encamped near new capital of Hanover county. 

August 18. — Mounted guard this morning at the usual 
hour. A rainy afternoon. Remain on our ground ; the prep- 
arations and necessary clearing of brush indicate some stay. 
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August 19. — Not relieved until half after twelve o'clock 
on account of our inspection and review of the troops, after 
which to a preaching by D r Jones. Invited to dine with 
Gen 1 Wayne; an excellent dinner and some of the fattest 
lamb I ever saw; some fine watermellons, made palatable 
with excellent wine. 

August 20. — Dined with my friend Feltman, and after- 
wards walked in the country, chatted awhile with a couple 
of Virginia girls, one of them as big as a horse (almost), 
who, if among a parcel of negroes could not be distin- 
guished by her speaking, and hardly be known from a 
mulatto. 

August 22. — Orders this day for the General to beat to- 
morrow morning at 8 o'clock — the Assembly at half after 
and the troops at 9 o'clock to take up line of march. 

August 23. — Take up the line of march accordingly for 
near our old ground at Bottom Bridge, Savage farm. 

August 2^. — The troops take up the line of march at 4 
o'clock, proceed towards Westover, and encamp on the farm 
of the late Colonel Byrd, at Westover on the banks of the 
James river. There is here an elegant mansion house, 
delightfully situated. 

August 25. — Mount the front camp guard near Mrs. Byrd's 
house; am invited to breakfast. Receive an invitation from 
her agreeable daughter Maria to make my home there while 
the troops remain here. Dine there in great elegance, drink 
tea in the afternoon, and was delighted with the grandeur 
of the apartments and the situation, w 7 hich I think the most 
beautiful I ever saw. Family very kind. 

August 26. — Breakfasted with Mrs. Byrd and the young 
ladies — a lively chat and smart repartee about D r Jones. 
A sermon at 10 o'clock by D r Jones, which detains me on 
guard three hours longer than usual. Escort the ladies to the 
place of worship, in company with Cols. Butler and Stewart. 
Am relieved at eleven, take a plan of Mrs. Byrd's mansion. 

August 27. — Spend the best part of the day in reading. 
At 12 o'clock cross the James river in company with a 
number of our officers. No particular occurrences, except 
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meeting with a drinker of grog. At 6 o'clock drank tea 
at Mrs. Byrd's ; a numerous company and much entertain- 
ment, with the agreeable performance of Miss Maria Byrd 
on the harpsichord and Mr. Victor on the violin. Take my 
leave at 10 o'clock, and on my arrival at my tent, am sur- 
prised to find the officers of the next tent sitting up, walk 
to their door, when I am detained to drink grog. An odd 
adventure happens about midnight. 

August 28. — Orders for marching this morning — the 
General beats at 8 o'clock the Assembly at half after, the 
troops take up the line of march at 9 o'clock. March 9 
miles to Malvern hills; encamp there on a fine plain. 
Captains Wilkin and Irwin arrested in consequence of last 
nights adventure, on our arrival here. 

August 29. — In consequence of an express from the Mar- 
quis [La Fayette], we receive orders to march at 3 o'clock 
p.m. ; arrive at Westover about sunset. Am honoured with 
an invitation to sup with Mrs. Byrd, accept it. Sup in 
great elegance and spend the evening more agreeable than 
ever. At 11 o'clock take my leave, warmly pressed by the 
young ladies to breakfast with them in the morning. The 
night is employed in crossing the artillery and siege bat- 
teries. 

August 30. — Cross the river with the company and con- 
duct them to the encampment. Return, intending to 
breakfast with the ladies — After recrossing the river an 
affair happens, by which I am deprived of the supreme 
happiness of breakfasting as before mentioned. Return to 
camp, pitch my tent, sup on whip-poor-will soup. 

August 31. — Orders this day for marching at 3 o'clock. 
The troops take up the line of march, and I move on in 
front with the sick. Arrive at Eber's Point at 7 o'clock, 
pitch our tents, eat a fine watermellon and retire to rest. 

September 1. — I am congratulated on the arrival of twenty 

eight French vessels of the line and troops. Our troops 

take up the line of march at 11 o'clock, encamp at Surry 
Court House, and have ye pleasure to mortify Colonel 
S[tewar]t. 
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September 2. — The General beat at sunrise; the troops 
proceed by the left to Cobhams opposite Jamestown and 
arrive at our ground of encampment at 9 o'clock, where we 
have the pleasure of beholding 3000 of our allies, who 
came up in boats, a twenty gun frigate and a twelve ac- 
companying them. Also the Sandwich, a British vessel, 
taken by the French, on board of which is Lord Rodney. 
A number of our light horse arrive. 

September 3. — About 9 o'clock a.m. we begin to cross 
James river leaving our tents standing. Visit my friend 
Stevenson who is ill with the ague. Gen. Wayne wounded 
in the thigh by a sentinel of the Marquis de Lafayette's 
last evening. The French troops on James Island, com- 
manded by Count de St. Simon. "We march in the after- 
noon to Green Springs, (over the ground we had the action 
on) through a heavy rain, where we remain all night. I 
have the command of the camp rear guard. 

September 4* — The Line marched at 6 o'clock a.m. down 
to Williamsburg, where numbers of the officers were used 
very politely by some of the inhabitants. Self and four 
other officers are invited by D r Nicholson to take a repast 
and drink wine, which we politely accept. Quarter our 
men this night in the College. 

September 5. — We retire one mile from town to a mill- 
dam, in order that our men may wash and cleanse them- 
selves, where we remain all night. An officer, sergeant 
and six privates of Tarleton's mounted infantry were taken 
this night (six miles below Williamsburg) by a militia officer 
and eleven men. 

September 6. — Take up the line of march near 12 o'clock, 
march five miles (three below Williamsburg) to Burwell's 
Mills, and tarry there all night. 

September 7. — This morning, immediately after the parade 
was dismissed from roll call, we were alarmed by the firing 
of three pistols, which was followed by that of a platoon 
(in our front); we immediately stand to arms. One of the 
officers who had rode in front returned, informing us it was 
a party of Tarleton's horse, who after chasing in a couple of 
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Moylan's videttes and the two advanced sentinels of our 
picket and receiving a volley from part of the guard had 
retired, leaving a pistol, sword and cloak. Eemain here all 
night (as usual) without any kind of bedding ; very watch- 
ful, expecting the enemy. 

September 8. — The troops parade at reveille, expecting the 
enemy from yesterdays intelligence, but no appearance of 
them we retire to our bush huts. At 8 o'clock we march 
and form a junction with our allies, and the Marquis's 
troops, the infantry on the right, we in the centre, and the 
French on the left. We build bush huts in regular manner, 
on very dusty and uneven ground. 

September 9. — We were alarmed last night by the French 
and had our men on the parade instantly, (on account of 
the French receiving a false alarm). Mount the camp 
guard. The troops were reviewed at 5 o'clock p.m. by the 
French general, after which the officers are introduced to 
Gen. St. Simon. Our tents and baggage arrive this day. 

September 10. — Relieved of guard at the usual hour; 
othing particular of the enemy. 

September 11. — A sergeant and two men of our dragoons 
taken this day, and five of theirs [British] were taken in 
return. 

September 12. — Col. Gouvion arrived here from his Excel- 
lency Gen. Washington's army consisting of the French 
troops, two regiments of Light Infantry, one of artillery, 
two Jersey regiments, New York Brigade, New Hampshire 
brigade, and part of the Pennsylvania Line, the whole 
amounting to 8000 men. A heavy rain this evening which 
much relieved us from the disagreeable attendant dust. No 
bread yet. 

September 13. — Capt. Wilkin's trial commenced after many 
low equivocations with his highness [Colonel Stewart]. No 
bread this day. 

September 1£. — General Muhlenberg with the troops on 
the lines reconnoiter within half a mile of the town, saw a 
small battery and a few of their horse, who indicated no 
desire to meet him. His Excellency Gen. Washington 
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arrived here this afternoon, a circumstance which was obvi- 
ously pleasing to every person. He was saluted by all our 
troops here and twenty one cannon fired (the royal salute). 
He passed our line attended with a very numerous retinue, 
after which he was entertained with music at Gen. St. 
Simon. The northern troops are not yet arrived. A heavy 
rain last night overflowed the bottom of my tent. This 
morning we drew Indian meal, which was excellent. 

September 15. — A very rainy day which frustrated our in- 
tention of waiting on his Excellency. Deserters come daily 
from the enemy, and small parties are taken by our horse. 

September 16. — Mount guard this morning. His Excel- 
lency goes a reconnoitering on the lines. The officers of 
the Infantry and Pennsylvania Line wait on the General, 
at 2 o'clock p.m., who received them very politely and 
shook each officer by the hand. The French Huzzars are 
mounted. 

September 17. — Relieved of guard. His Excellency's Life 
Guard arrives. Gen. Wayne arrives in camp, having nearly 
recovered from his wound. 

September 18. — A number of French troops arrive in camp 
from the Rhode Island fleet (of nine sail of the line), who 
took four British frigates on their way. Visit Capt. Steven- 
son at Jamestown, who comes to camp in the afternoon, and 
has his baggage sent on. 

September 19. — Nothing particular today. Visit the French 
camp and watch their troops manceuver. Capt. Wilkin is 
still in arrest, although his trial is finished. 

September 20. — Every officer complains of the cold weather, 
which we feel the more from the sudden change. 

September 22. — Mount guard at the usual hour. His Ex- 
cellency Gen. Washington returned from the fleet, and part 
of our northern troops arrived at BurwelPs ferry. 

September 23. — Spend the day in my tent, with a number 
of gentlemen of my acquaintance, two of them from West- 
over. Invited by S[tewart] to wait on Gen. Rochambeau, 
but decline on account of the pique between us. 

September 25. — This day the proceedings of the General 



58 Extracts from the Journal of Lieutenant John Bell Tilden. 

Court martial published. Capt. Wilkin is relieved from his 
arrest and acquitted of the charges exhibited against him by 
Col. Stewart. The Continental troops in Virginia, brigaded 
as follows : Col. Vose, Lieut. Col. Barber, and Lieut. Col. 
Jamott's [Gimat] Battalions of Infantry, commanded by 
Brig. Gen. Muhlenberg; Col. Scammels Reg't., Lieut. Col. 
Hamilton's battalion of Infantry and Hazen's regiment, a 
brigade by Brig. Gen. Hazen ; Col. Gaskin's Virginia regt. 
and two Pennsylvania battalions, Brig. Gen. Wayne ; two 
Jersey battalions and Rhode Island reg't, a brigade com- 
manded by Col. Dayton ; Third and Fourth Maryland regts. 
commanded by Brig Gen. Gist; First and Second New 
York regts., by Brig Gen. Clinton. 

September 26. — General orders — the First Light Infantry 
Brigade, General Wayne's Brigade and Third Maryland 
regiment to move tomorrow morning at 8 o'clock to y e en- 
campment below the city; four days provisions to be 
drawn. 

September 27. — Take up the line of march agreeably to 
orders. Encamped about one mile and a half below Wil- 
liamsburg, where we formed the alignment of the army. 
Rolls called at 8 o'clock p.m. 

September 28. — The whole army took up the line of march 
this morning at 5 o'clock and formed — miles below Wil- 
liamsburg, where we remained all night, within one mile 
and a little better from Yorktown. The French fired a 
few cannon at Tarleton's horse, which made them retreat. 
Each officer lay with his platoon all night. 

September 29. — This morning the army took up the line 
of march and formed in the rear of a morass, in the enemys 
front, half a mile from their outworks. The two brigades 
of infantry crossed the morass and were saluted with a few 
cannon shot from the enemy. One of our soldiers unfor- 
tunately lost his leg. A twelve and a four pound ball paid 
us a visit in our camp, but did no damage. 

September SO. — This morning about 8 o'clock, upon strict 
examination, we found the enemy had evacuated their out- 
works, which we immediately took possession of. After a 
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severe cannonade, the French took one of their redoubts 
with a number of prisoners. Col. Scammel was wounded 
and taken prisoner this morning. A flag from the town 
this afternoon informing us of his captivity and desiring 
his servant and baggage be sent to Williamsburg. Mount 
picket at sunset in front of a redoubt building by our troops 
— the picket consisted of two Captains, four Lieutenants 
and one hundred men, with non-commissioned officers in 
proportion. Receive orders from the Baron [Steuben] who 
was general of the day, that the subaltern officers of the 
guard should patrol by themselves as near the enemy as 
possible, without exposing themselves too much. Myself 
and another officer, at different times were fired at by the 
British sentinels. Discovered nothing of any consequence 
— heard a confused noise of tearing down buildings, for to 
make fortifications. 

October 1. — Move the position of our picket under the 
brow of a small hill, to the left of the redoubt, when the 
enemy immediately after commenced a cannonade at the re- 
doubt, which they continued all day. Killed a militiaman 
who was at work there, and one of the Maryland officer's 
waiters, who was straggling about their old encampment. 
The enemy fired two eight inch shells, one burst over our 
heads, the pieces of which flew among us but did no harm, 
the other struck the ground and burst fifty yards in our 
rear. Believed of picket at dark, when our brigade moved 
up as a covering party to the workmen at the redoubt. 
The enemy continued firing all night with but three pieces 
of artillery. Capt Duffy's trial begins. 

October 8. — The enemy continues to fire all this day, but 
I heard of no persons being hurt. Firing was continued 
all night; four men were killed towards morning, (at the 
redoubt in our centre), of Col. Hazen's regiment. 

October 3. — The enemy are very slack in their fire. Go 
on fatigue this evening, at the left hand redoubt, and re- 
main until 1 o'clock next day. 

October 4<. — Relieved of fatigue. Extract from y e General 
orders : 
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The General congratulates the army on the brilliant suc- 
cess of y° allied Troops near Gloucester. He requests the 
Duke de Lauzun to accept his particular thanks for the 
judicious disposition and the decisive vigor with which he 
charged the enemy, and to communicate his warmest ac- 
knowledgments to the gallant officers and men by whom he 
was so admirably seconded. He feels particular satisfac- 
tion at the inconsiderable loss on our part, that no ill effects 
are to be apprehended from the honourable wounds which 
have been received in this affair and that at so small an 
expense. The enemy amounting to 600 horse and foot, 
were completely repulsed and conducted to their very lines. 
The corps of the allied army were the Duke de Lauzun's 
Legion and the Militia Grenadiers of Mirur. The follow- 
ing is the list of our killed and wounded and as far as we 
can learn of the enemy — Duke de Lauzun's Legion three 
Huzzars killed ; Capt. Dillon and Debster [?] with eleven 
Huzzars wounded, the officers very slightly ; three horses 
killed, and four wounded. The enemy's loss killed and 
wounded exceeds fifty, including the commanding officer 
of infantry killed and Col. Tarleton badly wounded. A 
Maryland soldier killed today by their shot. 

October 5. — Mount guard this morning in front of the 
brigade. A corporal of our Line killed this afternoon by a 
cannon shot and one of Capt. Stevenson's company wounded. 
Two French ships of the line hove in sight of the enemy. 

October 6. — His Excellency Gen 1 Washington congratu- 
lates the army on our success to ye southward ; Gen 1 Greene 
took 500 prisoners, including the wounded, the enemy lost 
on the field, and their loss exclusive of this in killed and 
wounded to be not less than 600. His own loss in killed 
and wounded near 500. This evening about 8 o'clock, we 
began to form the first parallel line — rainy and dark, yet 
the enemy kept up a heavy fire. 

October 7. — The first division did an amazing deal of 
work in the trenches and lost not one man — the French it 
is said, lost four or five. Took a walk to the Park and Labo- 
ratory, where I found many persons busily employed. 
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October 8. — Col. Scammell died of his wound at Williams- 
burg the 6th. At eleven o'clock our division work at the 
trenches; lost one soldier of our line and one or two of the 
Maryland wounded. The Relief and Relieved march in 
and out of the trenches with drums beating and colors 
flying. 

October 9. — Finish our batteries on the left and begin to 
mount a few twenty fours. Receive a very cordial shake 
by the hand from Col. Lamb. Relieved from the lines at 
1 o'clock p.m. Open our batteries this afternoon. 

October 10. — Silence the enemies cannon by battering down 
their batteries. Secretary Nelson came out of York with a 
flag, inform us of a number of the enemies officers and 
men being killed by our shells, which we throw in very 
plentifully and with infinite judgment. The division on 
fatigue at 1 o'clock making facines gabions &c. After roll 
call walk over to Capt. Irwin's Commissary staff, and spend 
the evening with him and Mr. Elvey. Two of the British 
vessels of great burden burnt tonight. 

October 11. — In the trenches at 11 o'clock, keep up a con- 
tinued fire until relieved. The enemy throw a few shell 
very badly tonight; one of our Line wounded and two of 
the Maryland. 

Extract from General Orders : At a General Court Mar- 
tial of the Line held before York October 2, Capt. Duffy 
4 th Regiment Artillery charged with scandalous and infa- 
mous behaviour unbecoming the character of an officer and 
a gentleman, on the night of y e 23 and morning of y e 24, 
such as drawing his sword on Capt. Ballard and attempting 
to stab him and firing a pistol at him when unarmed, also 
for most disgraceful breach of friendship in seizing from 
Lieut. Blewer a loaded pistol and snapping it at him, when 
attempting at Capt. Duffy's own request, an amicable set- 
tlement of his (Capt. Duffys) quarrel with Capt. Ballard; 
also charged by Lieut. Col. Jno. Stewart, 1, being drunk; 
2, Rioting in the street; 3, Abusing a French soldier; 4, 
Violation of good discipline, in having in a seditious and 
disorderly manner threatened to take a French guard, sta- 



62 Extracts from the Journal of Lieutenant John Bell Tilden. 

tioned at a hospital to take care of the sick ; was tried, found 
guilty and discharged the service. 

Draw a second parallel on the enemies left, near half way 
between the French batteries and York — the enemy fired a 
number of shells and cannon with little execution. Two 
militia men killed and two wounded by our own shot. 

October 12. — Relieved from the trenches at 12 o' clock, 
drums beating and flags flying. The enemy fire more today 
than any since we opened our batteries. 

October IS. — On fatigue as usual, making facines and 
other necessary preparations for fortifications. Two or 
three of the militia killed and some few wounded at our 
fort on the second parallel. 

October H.. — Mount the trenches this morning. We keep 
up a very heavy cannonade all day. In the evening our 
batteries ceased firing when our infantry and the French 
troops attack two of the enemies redoubts separately, and 
carried them with y e loss of y e infantry of 7 killed and — 
wounded : Col. Barber, Major Rosber and Capt. Oney 
wounded, and also Co 1 Jamott [Gimat]. 

Our line at the commencement of ye attack marched up as 
a covering party through a very heavy fire. The enemy 
lost a Major Campbell, two captains, two subalterns and 
upwards of a hundred men killed, wounded and prisoners. 
The same night drew a parallel from the river to the bat- 
teries in ye second line, including ye two redoubts taken 
from ye enemy. In the morning about 9 o'clock we i.e. 
Penna. Line lay a foundation for a ten gun battery on our 
line, between the two redoubts in front of ye enemy five 
gun battery, ye distance not two hundred yards. The 
enemy threw a number of shells among us but fortunately 
did no damage. 

October 15. — The enemy threw a number of shells. We 
fire but little, our second line having no batteries erected on 
it as yet, tho' a number will be in two days time. 

October 16. — This morning at daylight the enemy sallied 
out, with what force we cannot learn ; they drove our work- 
ing parties from their work, took possession of a battery 
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and spiked a few cannon with the points of their bayonets. 
Our troops, formed in the rear of the banquet, and received 
orders to advance, which they did with spirit and obliged 
them to retire with considerable loss on their side. Eight 
of 'em were found dead on the spot ; we had four or five 
wounded. Our division on fatigue making facines and 
gabions. Very little firing. 

October 17. — Our division at 11 o'clock went to the 
trenches. British send out for terms of capitulation ; flags 
pass and repass all day. Attend ye Baron Steuben as his 
aid this day. 

October 18. — Flags still passing and repassing this day. 
Lay on our arms all night. Very cold. Gen 1 St. Clair 
arrives with his detachment. 

October 19. — At 1 o'clock the terms for surrendering the 
garrisons of York and Gloucester were agreed on, when 
Major Hamilton with a detachment marched into town and 
took possession of their works. I attend the Baron [Steu- 
ben] in town ; nothing worthy of notice in it, except the 
earth much torn up by our shells. 

The British army march out of town and ground their 
arms. Our army was drawn up on each side of the road. 
Americans on the right, French on the left. The prisoners 
return to town again, and we march to our tents. 

October 20. — The prisoners remain in town. Purchased 
some corduroy in town, £1. 5. 1. 

(To be continued.) 



